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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 4122 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF,BR. AR, US 

SUB J : UNHCR REQUEST FOR US PAROLE PROGRAM GEARED TO ARGENTINE 
POLITICAL REFUGEES IN BRAZIL 

REF: A. BUENOS AIRES 3011 (NOTAL) B. BUENOS AIRES 3096 
(NOTAL) C. BRASILIA 3483 

1 . EMBOFFS MET MAY 19 WITH GUY PRIM, OF THE UNHCR REGIONAL 
OFFICE IN BUENOS AIRES. PRIM RECENTLY ARRIVE D IN BRAZIL (AT 

GOB REQUEST) ON THREE MONTHS' TDY TO SET UP A TEMPORARY UNHCR 
OFFICE IN RIO AND ASSIST IN COPING WITH THE INCREASED UNHCR 
CASELOAD OF ARGENTINE REFUGEES IN BRAZIL (SEE REFTELS). 

HE WAS IN BRASILIA AT THE REQUEST OF FONMIN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT CHIEF BAENA SOARES, FOR FURTHER 
DISCUSSION OF THE REFUGEE ISSUE. 

2. PRIM INDICATED THAT BAENA SOARES AND OTHER GOB OFFICIALS 
HAD CONVEYED A SENSE OF URGENCY TO THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
REFUGEE PROBLEM (I.E., THROUGH THIRD-COUNTRY RESETTLEMENT). 
ACCORDING TO PRIM, FONMIN IS UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE FROM JUSTICE 
MINISTRY TO COME UP WITH A SOLUTION. LINKED TO THIS IS FACT 
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THAT GOB HAS ISSUED NO TEMPORARY DOCUMENTATION TO REFUGEES 
COVERING THEIR PRESENCE HERE BEYOND THE EXPIRATION 
OF NORMAL TOURIST VISAS (THREE MONTHS, RENEWABLE FOR THREE 
MONTHS). SOME HAVE NOW BEEN IN BRAZIL FOR AS LONG AS ONE 
YEAR. 

3. UNHCR IS THUS ANXIOUS TO REGISTER SOME PROGRESS IN 
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PLACEMENT OF REFUGEES, IN ORDER TO REASSURE GOB 
AND FORESTALL ANY PRESSURES FOR AN ABRUPT SOLUTION 
THROUGH EXPLUSION OF REFUGEES TO OTHER COUNTRIES. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, PRIM RECENTLY HAS CALLED ON THE EMBASSIES 
HERE OF A NUMBER OF WESTERN EUROPEAN AND SOUTH AMERICAN 
STATES, PLUS YUGOSLAVIA, REQUESTING ACCEPTANCE OF SOME 
REFUGEES FOR RESETTLEMENT. (CONTACT WITH CUBA IS BEING 
HANDLED THROUGH THE UNHCR OFFICE IN BUENOS AIRES.) 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE US, PRIM RECALLED EARLIER PAROLE 
PROGRAMS IN PERU (APPROXIMATELY 100 SLOTS) AND ARGENTINA 
(175 SLOTS), AND REQUESTED THAT THE USG CONSIDER ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF A PAROLE PROGRAM IN BRAZIL TO HANDLE 40-50 
ARGENTINE POLITICAL REFUGEES (FIGURE INCLUDES DEPENDENTS). 
TOTAL UNHCR CASELOAD HERE NOW TOTALS APPROXIMATELY 

175 PERSONS, SPLIT ABOUT EQUALLY BETWEEN RIO DE JANEIRO AND 
SAO PAULO. (PRIM, INCIDENTALLY, BELIEVES THAT THERE ARE 
MANY MORE POLITICAL REFUGEES IN BRAZIL WHO SO ARE HAVE 
NOT SOUGHT UNHCR ASSISTANCE.) 

5. ACCORDING TO PRIM, BRAZIL HAS NO RPT NO BINDING LEGAL OBLIGA- 
TION TOWARDS THE ARGENTINES. THOUGH A SIGNATORY AND 
RATIFYING STATE OF BOTH THE 1951 REFUGEE CONVENTION 

AND THE 1967 PROTOCOL, BRAZIL EXERCISED ITS OPTION UNDER 
ARTICLE I (B) OF THE CONVENTION TO LIMIT THE DEFINITION 
OF REFUGEES TO THOSE FLEEING FROM EVENTS IN EUROPE, 

NOT REPEAT NOT WORLDWIDE. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: REQUEST DEPARTMENT PROVIDE EMBASSY 
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WITH GUIDANCE IN RESPONDING TO UNHCR REQUEST FOR 

USG ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ARGENTINE REFUGEE PAROLE PROGRAM 

IN BRAZIL. 

CRIMMINS 
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